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Chairman’s Report To AGM 2nd August 2018 

 
First, thanks go to all of the Committee for their efforts in keeping the Club running smoothly over the 
past year.  The majority of the organising has been carried out by e-mail and telephone, but recently we 
have held two Committee meetings so as to plan for tonight's AGM and the Thornton Le Dale Show next 
week. 
 
Thanks go to Malcolm Dayson and Bob Ingram as the main officers of the club, keeping the back office 
functions and the meetings running smoothly.  Also thanks to Steve Fearnley for his continued work on 
the excellent Club website and in promoting the club through the local press and the “Handy Mag”. 
Recently Steve has produced a “Club flyer” which members can take and distribute wherever they feel 
might generate interest.  I also want to thank Ian Temple for agreeing to take on the role of Programme 
Secretary and joining the Committee.  Ian has very quickly pulled together the programme of 
demonstrations for the coming year, the new programme will be issued at the September meeting. 
 
I must apologise to you all for my first action at the start of my year as chairman, raising the meeting 
charge.  This was done with concern for the club’s future finances and, as we will discuss later, the 
Committee still have these concerns for next year. 
 
Whether it’s my magnetic personality or the meeting fee increase, I’m not sure.  But the club 
membership has declined over the last couple of years. This leaves us with the prospect of the club 
becoming unviable.  However, on a positive note we are OK for at least a year or so and the committee 
have been looking at possible ways of increasing membership.  The Thornton Show being a shop front 
for the club which will hopefully result in a new member or two.  We have applied for an “Event Grant” 
from the AWGB which if we are successful could result in a contribution of £150 towards our costs for 
attending the show. 
 
I was pleased with the support of members, wives and partners for our “Hands On Night”  we had a 
varied selection of craft activities for members to have a go at.  Please give some thoughts as to what 
we can do at the next “Hands On” in February. 
 
We once again had an exhibition and sale of woodturnery, at Thornton Le Dale, which raised funds for 
the Club.  However, this was less than previous years mainly due to the fact that the room was only 
available for one day not two.  Thanks to John Whiteley, once again, for all his efforts in making this 
happen. 
 
When I took over as Chairman Gordon Mallan told me there wasn’t a lot to do.  Then he very kindly sent 
me a two page crib sheet on what had to be done for the Christmas meeting!  It was a big list for not 
much to do!  I personally thought the resulting evening’s activities and especially the catering was a 
success.  This was mainly due to the catering efforts of my wife Bertie (I did help a bit!), Christine, 
Jonathan and on the night Malcolm’s wife Anne.  Thanks to them and all the others who also helped out 
on the night.  We managed to cater for the evening within budget, i.e. £4 per head as charged.  However 
we were about ten short on the numbers we were expecting so inevitably there was food left over, very 
little of which went to waste.  So, we have an idea to do something a little different for this year, we’ll get 
to that later on the agenda. 
 
Finally thanks to all of you, the club members, for supporting the club through the year and thanks in 
advance to you for your contributions to the display and sale we are holding at the Thornton Show next 
week.  
 
Please keep calm and carry on turning! 


